181ARKAZSNAIRAIUSSSY Tu ldRaunuanlulwilng’

Myth and Cultural Codes in‘A Blind Earthworm in a Labyrinth’
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Abstract

The novel "A Blind Earthworm in a Labyrinth" written by Veeraporn Nitiprapha, which
won the Southeast Asian Writers Award in the year 2015, is a 'soup-opera' novel mainly about a
love triangle of two sisters. The novel depicts the story of two lonely sisters whose parents
leave them with a nanny who, at the same time, has three husbands. When growing up, the
girls live a lonesome, unhappy life in which they can only find pleasure from books, music,
food, and politics. As a result of such a depressing life, they decided to end their lives. Roland
Barthes, a pioneer scholar of literary semiotics, proposes that literary expression relies heavily
on social symbolic codes. When a reader applies knowledge and myth to identifying symbolic
meanings in literature, he/she will discover hidden cultural codes within language codes. The
researcher adopted Barthes' myth and cultural codes to analyze this novel. Barthes categorizes
the codes into five types which are 1. hermeneutic code 2. proairetic code 3. semic code 4.
symbolic code and 5. cultural code. The analysis reveals that this novel conveys radical or
extreme paradoxical meanings between the happiness and the sorrow, as well as, the
perfection and the imperfection of life. More importantly, the author depicts an extreme
paradox in Thai society of which politics has caused most individuals to devalue any other kind
of relationship in the society. The author tries to raise the reader's awareness of the fate of
Thai people which is not different from the blind earthworm as both have been disorientated

in labyrinths from the past till now.

Key words: A Blind Earthworm in a Labyrinth, myth, cultural codes, Roland Barthes, S.E.A.Write Novels
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